
 
 



PPrrooggrraamm  DDeessccrriippttiioonn  
The University of North Carolina at Charlotte’s College of 

Education has redesigned the educational programs for the 

purpose of meeting the licensure needs of lateral entry teachers 

as well as those looking for a career change.  For the Graduate 

Certificate in Teaching, students can complete the 18-hour* 

Standard Professional I License requirements for middle grades 

or secondary education in the areas of English, Math, Social 

Studies, and Science, through an online distance education 

option. For the Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.), in the 

areas of Math, Social Studies and Science, students can 

complete (at least) thirty credit-hours (of the required 39) in an 

online format. 

 

The Graduate Certificate in Teaching leads to the Standard 

Professional I License (formerly called the "A" license).  It is a 

recognized graduate program at UNC Charlotte.  Course 

requirements are identical to Phase One of the M.A.T.; 

however, entrance requirements and application procedures are 

different.  Candidates enrolled in this program may apply to the 

M.A.T. at a later date.  If accepted, all core courses taken for 

the Graduate Certificate will apply to the M.A.T. 

 

The M.A.T. leads to the Standard Professional I License 

(formerly called the "A" license) at the end of its Phase I, then 

to the Advanced (“M”) teaching license after program 

completion.  Candidates accepted into the M.A.T. program will 

have the academic credentials and maturity necessary to 

complete both introductory and advanced work in teacher 

education through a rigorous graduate program.  Continuation 

from Phase I to Phase II requires a full-time teaching position in 

the area of licensure.  This advanced license leads to a 10% pay 

raise. 

 

For the over-arching licensure program requirements, please 

review the following website:   http://education.uncc.edu/MAT/  

 

All students must complete approximately 20 hours, per 

course, of clinical work in a classroom setting.  
 
*NOTE: Completing the Standard Professional I License requirements 

consists of the 18 licensure program hours PLUS any background 

deficiencies.  Students may do a preliminary check of their transcripts for 

background deficiencies by logging on to the College of Education’s 

M.A.T./Licensure website http://education.uncc.edu/MAT/ and then 

clicking on “Licensure Programs” in the left-hand navigation bar, and then 

selecting the licensure track they intend to complete.  Transcripts are 

officially evaluated upon application to the program. 

 

DDiissttaannccee  EEdduuccaattiioonn  OOppttiioonn  
UNC Charlotte faculty members will teach courses via the 

Internet using Blackboard Vista and Centra courseware, 

technologies; allowing individual access to courses from an 

Internet enabled computer. 
 

This online program is approved for the state of North Carolina.  

Educational resources provided, by UNC Charlotte, associated 

with required classroom observation hours are limited to the 

state of North Carolina. 

 

The courses will be designed, delivered, and managed so as to 

be independent of the North Carolina geographic location of the 

learner. Instruction will be delivered primarily via the Internet, 

through a combination of asynchronous and synchronous 

communication. The synchronous communication will require 

participants to log on the Internet at appointed times, but they 

will be able to log on from any location (typically their home) 

that has the required computer hardware/software/and Internet 

connection. 

 
Note: A synchronized, on-line session will be required at the beginning and at 

the end of every semester.  Students will be required to be “logged on” with the 
Office of Distance Education; at a synchronized day and time, to be determined. 

 

CClliinniiccaall  HHoouurrss  
Clinical hours or classroom observation hours are required.  

Students in the Graduate Certificate in Teaching or Phase I of 

the M.A.T. can expect an average of 20 observation hours per 

course.  Non-practicing teachers will be assigned to school sites 

within 50 miles (one way) of their NC geographical location.   

 

The Graduate Certificate in Teaching and Phase I of the M.A.T. 

requires students to be teaching in a classroom that matches 

licensure area before entering the course MDSK 6470 OR they 

must combine coursework with a traditional student teaching 

placement.   

 

UNC Charlotte’s Office of Field Experiences coordinates 

placement arrangements for these school experiences. Students 

complete a clinical placement request form during the first two 

weeks of each semester. Applications for Graduate Student 

Teaching Internship (MDSK 6470) are due during the last week 

of February or the last week of September, one semester before 

the internship semester. 

 

AAddvviissiinngg  aanndd  RReeggiissttrraattiioonn    
After admission to the program, each student will be assigned 

an advisor for the duration of the program.  Students will meet 

with their advisor, once every semester, online, via email or 

telephone. Course registration information will be available to 

students 4-6 weeks prior to the start of each semester. The 

Office of Distance Education will process student course 

registrations for this program. 

 

DDaatteess  
Online coursework for the Graduate Certificate program, and 

Phase I of the M.A.T. program will begin in fall, spring and 

summer semesters. A tentative schedule of classes, pending 

viable enrollments, is included with this brochure and available 

on our website.  http://www.distanceed.uncc.edu/programs/mdsk   

 

LLiimmiitteedd  SSeeaattiinngg  
Students will be admitted to the distance education program and 

registered for the courses that comprise it on the basis of the 

priority list below:  Please note, students will be admitted to one 

Graduate Certificate or Phase II Cohort AND/OR one Phase II 

Cohort. 

1. UNC Charlotte Distance Education applicants to the 

online Graduate Certificate in Teaching 

(Middle/Secondary Licensure) program or the online 

Master of Arts in Teaching program. 

2. UNC Charlotte on-campus NEW applicants to MAT-

Phase I 

3. UNC Charlotte on-campus, or visiting students who 

“want a specific course” 

 

http://education.uncc.edu/MAT/
http://education.uncc.edu/MAT/
http://www.distanceed.uncc.edu/programs/mdsk


AAcccceessss  ttoo  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy 

To successfully participate in this distance education program, 

students are required to have “personal, extended, and 

convenient access” to the technology listed herein that reflects 

the baseline or minimum package. 
 

UNC Charlotte reserves the right to require future upgrades or 

additions, allowing for advances in the delivery of distance 

education instruction. Our intent is to limit required upgrades 

over the life of the program; however, changes in the computer 

industry may require such action. 
 

To access your course content successfully, it is important that 

you use a browser that has been validated for use with 

Blackboard Vista. For best results and most up to date 

recommendations, we suggest you perform a Browser Check  

available at http://bbvista.uncc.edu/STUDENTS/. If you need to 

download a browser, we recommend the following: 

 
Browsers for use with Windows and Blackboard Vista  
Windows 2000:  Internet Explorer 6.0, Firefox 1.5 or 2.0  

Windows XP: Internet Explorer 6.0 or 7.0, Firefox 1.5 or 2.0  

Windows Vista: Internet Explorer 7.0 or Firefox 2.0   

 

Browsers for use with Mac OSX & Blackboard Vista  
Mac OS 10.2:  Firefox 1.0  

Mac OS 10.3:  Firefox 1.0, Safari 1.3 and Safari 2.0  

Mac OS 10.4:  Firefox 1.0, Safari 1.3 and Safari 2.0  
 

Required Software in addition to one of the browsers: 

Microsoft Office XP 2002 or later; must be compatible with 

instructor’s version 

Virus Detection software with current virus definitions 

Current version of Adobe Reader (free download from Internet) 

Current version of Quick Time (free download from Internet) 

Current version of Adobe Flash Player (free download from Internet) 

 

Software and Hardware Requirements for Centra 7.5 SP4:  
Windows System Requirements - Windows 2000, Windows XP, 

Windows Vista 1.0 (32 or 64 bit) - Internet Explorer 6.0, Internet 

Explorer 7, FireFox 1.5x or later, Netscape 7.2 - CPU: 500+ MHz 

processor (1 GHz if Vista) - Memory: 512 MB RAM (1 GB if Vista) - 

Display: 800x600 pixels, 16-bit color display (high color) - Live 

Video: 2 GHz processor, 1 GB RAM - Network: 28.8 kbps or faster 

Internet connection (Cable or DSL better) - Sound Card and Headset 

with attached microphone, or speakers and desktop microphone 

 

Mac System Requirements - Mac OSX 10.4.4 - Safari 2.0.1 - CPU: 

G4 700 MHz or Intel-based Mac - Memory: 1 GB RAM - Display 

color depth: Thousands of colors - Network: Broadband Internet 

connection (Cable or DSL) or Local Area Network - Sound Card and 

USB Headset with attached microphone, or speakers and USB desktop 

microphone  

 

Visit  http://www.distanceed.uncc.edu/Docs/TechSpecs.pdf and  

http://elearning.uncc.edu/centra/techspecs.htm for possible updates.  

 

The software specified here is considered to be the basic 

minimum package required for successful participation in this 

program. Instructors may require students to obtain access to a 

variety of instructional materials, including textbooks, CDs, 

DVDs, videotapes, audiotapes, and/or computer software 

programs. Information on course-specific, required materials 

will be provided to students at the beginning of each semester. 

 

 

AAcccceessss  ttoo  tthhee  IInntteerrnneett  
Students in this program must have access to the Internet with: 

 An effective connection rate of at least 56 Kb/s. This may be 

achieved through a traditional modem connection to an Internet 

Service Provided (ISP), a cable modem connection, Digital 

Subscriber Line (DSL), which may require an additional 

hardware purchase, or any other access method that meets the 

above criteria. Students who elect to connect with an (ISP) may 

achieve a greater degree of satisfaction in the reception 

(download) of course material with a specialized phone line such 

as ISDN or 56k circuit line (check with local phone company for 

availability and rates) since some ISP connections via regular 

telephone lines do not exceed 28.8 Kb/s. 

 Basic skills in navigating the Internet and the ability to send 

and receive e-mail – with attachments. 

 Compatible browser plug-ins as required by course 

instructors. 
 
Note: An online service that does not offer true Internet access or that “times 

out” after one hour will not be satisfactory for this program. Internet access via 

public access computer terminals, such as those in public libraries or places of 
employment, may be hampered or limited by “firewalls” (electronic/digital 

controls) that prevent unlimited access to some web sites, document downloads, 

and/or e-mail exchange, etc. Public access terminals often have time limits; 
such constraints may interfere with student’s ability to complete coursework. 

Students contemplating this access should verify that no such controls or 
limitations exist before relying upon those means of access. 

 

TTeecchhnniiccaall  AAssssiissttaannccee  
Students are provided technical assistance via the Internet and 

toll-free telephone support. 

 

TTeexxttbbooookkss,,  CCoouurrssee  PPaacckkss,,  aanndd  LLaabb  MMaannuuaallss  
Students are responsible for obtaining course materials 

including textbooks, lab manuals, and course packs – 

photocopied collections of peer reviewed articles, book chapters 

and/or conference proceedings. 

 

Textbook information will be available 4-6 weeks prior to the 

beginning of each semester.  Students may wish to purchase 

textbooks through our UNC Charlotte Bookstore, a local 

bookstore or through an online book vendor. 
 

Course packs are frequently used in graduate level courses and 

may be required material in the program. When required, 

students receive information about the packets’ availability, the 

purchase process and the specific vendor through which these 

materials can be obtained. 

 

LLiibbrraarryy  RReessoouurrcceess  
Academic work at the graduate level involves significant 

analysis of current, professional literature that may be published 

in professional journals, newsletters, books, conference 

proceedings and other print and electronic media. Students have 

access to the Atkins Library on the UNC Charlotte campus, 

including its electronic databases, through the Internet as well 

as through visits to the UNC Charlotte campus at the students’ 

option. 

 

Additionally, admitted students have full access to the libraries 

of the 16 University of North Carolina campuses and can 

participate in Interlibrary Loan via most local public libraries to 

access resources for coursework. A Distance Education 

Librarian is available for student consultation via toll-free 

telephone access, fax, and e-mail.  

 

http://bbvista.uncc.edu/STUDENTS/
http://www.distanceed.uncc.edu/Docs/TechSpecs.pdf
http://elearning.uncc.edu/centra/techspecs.htm


CCoosstt  
Tuition is set each year by the North Carolina Legislature. 

Resident tuition and fees for distance education students in the 

2008-2009 academic year are $479.90 for 3 credit hours, 

$955.50 for 6 credit hours. Non-resident tuition and fees are 

$1,981.40 for 3 credit hours and $3,958.50 for 6 credit hours. 

Students have additional expenses for textbooks and other 

course materials. 

 

FFiinnaanncciiaall  AAiidd    
Students are eligible for financial aid under the same 

guidelines/regulations as students admitted to on-campus 

programs. Please check the Financial Aid website at 

http://finaid.uncc.edu/Index.html or call the Financial Aid 

office at 704-687-2461, for more information.  Students 

admitted to the Graduate Certificate in Teaching and the 

M.A.T. programs are eligible to apply for federal financial aid 

at the graduate level of funding.  

 

CCoonnttaaccttss  
 

For additional information, application forms and 

materials, contact: 

Debra Brooks 

Senior Program Manager 

UNC Charlotte - Office of Distance Education 

9201 University City Boulevard 

Charlotte, NC 28223 

Phone:  (704) 687-3058 

Toll Free: 1-877-583-2966 Option #2 

E-mail:  dybrooks@uncc.edu  

 

 

For academic information and questions contact: 

Dr. Teresa Petty 

Academic Coordinator, Online Program 

Dept. of Middle Grades, Secondary & K-12 Education 

UNC Charlotte - College of Education 

9201 University City Boulevard 

Charlotte, NC 28233 

Phone:  (704) 687-8888 

E-mail: tmpetty@uncc.edu 

 

 

 

The University Catalog is available online 

at: http://www.uncc.edu/registrar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DDeeaaddlliinnee  ttoo  AAppppllyy  
The Graduate School has set the following deadlines for all 

application materials to be received in order for a Graduate 

Certificate or M.A.T. application to be guaranteed consideration 

for the semester indicated.   

 Spring Semester:  October 1 

 Summer Sessions:  April 1  

 Fall Semester:  May 1  

 

AAddmmiissssiioonn  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss  &&  AApppplliiccaattiioonn  PPrroocceessss  
Basic entrance criteria include a baccalaureate degree from an 

accredited institution, an undergraduate GPA of 2.75 (or 

approved alternative evidence of academic success.), official 

transcripts, three recommendations from people knowledgeable 

of your interactions with children/adolescents or one 

recommendation from your principal if you are currently 

teaching.  
 

Step 1: Notify the Distance Education Office 

Complete and submit the online Let the Distance Education 

Office Know About You form at: 

 http://www.distanceed.uncc.edu/apply/  

 

Step 2: Apply to the University/Program  

Apply for Graduate admission online at  

http://www.uncc.edu/gradmiss/prospect.html   

 
 

Tips for Completing the Online Application 
 

 On the Graduate Admissions website 

http://www.uncc.edu/gradmiss/prospect.html, select 

“Application for Admission (degree and certificate)” from 

the green navigational bar on the left to be directed to 

application instructions. 
 

 After reading instructions, click on “Apply Now Using 

the Online Application!”  

 

 Select the following information when prompted. 

 College or School:  College of Education 

 Desired Degree:  Graduate Certificate or  

  Master of Arts in Teaching 

 Desired Major:  Select your desired licensure track. 

 Term:  Select desired enrollment term and year. 

 Cohort of Group: Leave blank unless applicable. 

 Enrollment Site:  Approved Individual Access-NC 
 

 Submit all supporting documents to the Office of 

Graduate Admissions. 
 

 

 

 
 

www.distanceed.uncc.edu/programs/mdsk 
 

 
UNC Charlotte is an Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action Institution 

 

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte is committed to equality of educational opportunities and does not discriminate against applicants, students, or employees 
based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, sexual orientation, or disability. 

.
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MIDDLE GRADES AND SECONDARY EDUCATION LICENSURE PROGRAMS 
 
TENTATIVE SHEDULE 
 

PHASE I M.A.T. and Graduate Certificate Online Programs 

Fall 08 Spring 09 Summer 09 Fall 09 Spring 10 Summer 10 Fall 10 

MDLG 5130 EDUC 5100 EDUC 5100 MDSK 5253 — MDSK 5253 MDSK 6470 

SECD 5140 READ 5255 READ 5255 MDSK 5251 MDSK 6470 MDSK 5251 — 

MDSK 6162 MDSK 6162 MDSK 6162 MAED 5040 MDSK 6470 MAED 5040 — 

— MDLG 5130 — MAED 5070 EDUC 5100 MAED 5070 — 

— SECD 5140 — ENGL 5254 READ 5255 ENGL 5254 — 

— — — MDSK 5253 — — — 

— — — MDSK 5251 — — — 

— — — MAED 5040 — — — 

— — — MAED 5070 — — — 

— — — ENGL 5254 — — — 

— — — MDLG 5130 — — — 

— — — SECD 5140 — — — 

       

PHASE II M.A.T. 

Summer 10 Fall 10 Spring 11 Summer 11 Fall 11 Spring 12  

 RSCH 6101   MDSK 6260   RSCH 6101   MDSK 6691   MDSK 6260   MDSK 6691   

 Content  MDSK 6260   Content-online   Adv. Methods  — —  

 Content-S  —  Content-online   MDLG 6225  — —  

 MDLG 6225  —  Content-online   Adv. Methods  — —  

 RSCH 6101  — —  Content-S  — —  

 Content  — —  Adv. Methods  — —  

 Content-S  — —  MDSK 6691  — —  

 MDLG 6225  — — — — —  

 

 
Program Notes: 

 UNC Charlotte commits to the online delivery of courses in the Grad. Cert. & M.A.T. programs 
provided there are sufficient, viable enrollments at the beginning of the each course. 

 Students are admitted to one Graduate Certificate or Phase I Cohort AND/OR one Phase II Cohort. 

 Phase II requires a full-time teaching position. 

 Applications will be reviewed until the beginning of the term or until the program meets capacity; 
whichever comes first. 

 NON-Distance Education Program Students: IF seats remain, open enrollment begins one month 
prior to the start of the semester. 


